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Preface 
 
 
Authority:  The International Mechanical Code (Chapter 51-52 WAC) is adopted by the Washington State 
Building Code Council pursuant to Chapters 19.27 and 70.92 RCW.  This code was first adopted by reference 
by the Washington State Legislature in 1974.  In 1985, the Legislature delegated the responsibility of adoption 
and amendment of these codes to the State Building Code Council. 
 
Supersession of Previous Codes:  Chapter 51-52 WAC supersedes Chapter 51-42 WAC. 
 
Code Precedence:  The State Building Code Act, Chapter 19.27 RCW, establishes the following order of 
precedence among the documents adopted as parts of the State Building Code: 
 International Building Code, Standards and amendments -WAC 51-50; 
 International Residential Code, Standards and amendments – WAC 51-51; 
 International Mechanical Code, Standards and amendments - WAC 51-52; 
 International Fire Code, Standards and amendments - WAC 51-54;  
 Uniform Plumbing Code, Standards and amendments - WAC 51-56, 51-57. 
 
Where there is a conflict between codes, an earlier named code takes precedence over a later named code.  In 
the case of conflict between the duct insulation requirements of the International Mechanical Code and the duct 
insulation requirements of the Energy Code, the Energy Code, or where applicable, a local jurisdiction's energy 
code, shall govern. 
 
Where, in any specific case, different sections of this Code specify different materials, methods of construction 
or other requirements, the most restrictive shall govern.  Where there is conflict between a general requirement 
and a specific requirement, the specific requirement shall be applicable. 
 
Organization and Numbering:  These rules are written to allow compatible use with the International 
Mechanical Code.  All sections which are amended, deleted, or added are referenced. 
 
Enforcement:  The State Building Code Act requires that each local jurisdiction enforce the State Building 
Code within its jurisdiction.  Any jurisdiction can contract with another jurisdiction or an inspection agency to 
provide the mandated enforcement activities. 
 
Amendments to the State Building Code: 
 
The State Building Code Council has adopted review procedures and approval criteria for local amendments.  
These procedures and criteria are found in Chapter 51-04 WAC.  The Council has exempted from its review 
any amendments to the administrative provisions of the various codes. 
 

 
A. Amendments of Statewide Application:  On a yearly basis the State Building Code Council will consider 

proposals to amend the State Building Code.  The Council is not scheduled to enter formal rulemaking until 2006 
as part of its consideration of adoption of the 2006 series of codes.   

 
 Proposals to amend the State Building Code shall be made on forms provided by the Building Code Council. 

 
 Code Change Proposal Submittal Deadline: March 1st of each year. 

 
B. Local Amendments:  Any jurisdiction may amend the State Building Code provided the amendments do 

not reduce the minimum performance standards of the codes.  There are two areas where local amendments 
are limited or prohibited: 

 

i 



2003 International Mechanical Code 

  
Prohibited Amendments:  Residential provisions of the State Energy Code (WAC 51-11), the Ventilation and 
Indoor Air Quality Code (WAC 51-13); any provision of the International Building Code or International 
Residential Code affecting accessibility; and standards specifically adopted in Chapters 19.27 and 19.27A RCW 
cannot be amended by any local jurisdiction. 
 
Residential Amendments:  Amendments by local jurisdictions which affect the construction of single 
family and multi-family residential buildings must be reviewed and approved by the State Building Code 
Council before such amendments can be enforced.  The State Building Code Act provides the following 
definition: 

 
Multi-family residential building:  means common wall residential buildings that consist of four 
or fewer units, that do not exceed two stories in height, that are less than 5,000 square feet in 
area, and that have a one-hour fire-resistive occupancy separation between units. 

 
Application forms for Council review of local amendments are available from the State Building Code Council 
Staff. 
 

Washington State Building Code Council 
Post Office Box 42525 

Olympia, Washington  98504-42525 
www.sbcc.wa.gov 

(360) 725-2967     Fax (360) 586-9383 
e-mail:  sbcc@cted.wa.gov 

 
Printing Format:  This version of the rules is published as a series of insert or replacement pages.  Each page 
provides instructions for installing them in the model code book.  Amendments to the model code which are 
new or revised from the previous edition of this code are indicated by a line in the margin next to the revised 
portions.   
 
Effective Date:  These rules were adopted by the State Building Code Council on November 12, 2004.  The 
rules are effective throughout the state on July 1, 2005.  (This version of the code is based on WAC 51-52 as 
published in WSR 05-01-015.  It is subject to review by the State Legislature during the 2005 session.) 
 
Building Permit Fees:  The activities of the State Building Code Council are supported by permit fees collected by 
each city and county.  Section 19.27.085 of the State Building Code Act requires that a fee of $4.50 be imposed on 
each building permit issued by each city and county.  In addition, a fee of $2.00 per unit shall be imposed for each 
dwelling unit after the first unit, on each building containing more than one residential unit.  For the purpose of this 
fee, WAC 365-110-035 defines building permits as any permit to construct, enlarge, alter, repair, move, improve, 
remove, convert or demolish any building or structure regulated by the Building Code.  Exempt from the fee are 
plumbing, electrical, mechanical permits, permits issued to install a mobile/manufactured home, commercial coach or 
factory built structure, or permits issued pursuant to the International Fire Code. 
 
Each city and county shall remit moneys collected to the state treasury quarterly.  No remittance is required until a 
minimum of $50.00 has accumulated. 
 
These permit fees are the amounts current in January 2005.  Such fees may be changed by the State Legislature. 
 
Opinions:  Only at the request of local enforcement official, the State Building Code Council may issue 
interpretations/opinions of those provisions of the State Building Code created by the Council, or provisions of 
the model codes amended by the Council.  Final interpretation authority for any specific permit resides with the 
local enforcement official. 
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 401.5.2  Exhaust openings.  Outdoor exhaust openings 

shall be located in accordance with Chapter 5. Exhaust air 
shall not be directed onto walkways. 
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403.3  Ventilation rate.  Ventilation systems shall be 
designed to have the capacity to supply the minimum 
outdoor airflow rate determined in accordance with Table 
403.3 based on the occupancy of the space and the occupant 
load or other parameter as stated therein. The occupant load 
utilized for design of the ventilation system shall not be less 
than the number determined from the estimated maximum 
occupant load rate indicated in Table 403.3. Ventilation 
rates for occupancies not represented in Table 403.3 shall 
be determined by an approved engineering analysis. The 
ventilation system shall be designed to supply the required 
rate of ventilation air continuously during the period the 
building is occupied, except as otherwise stated in other 
provisions of the code. 

Exception:  Where occupancy density is known and 
documented in the plans, the outside air rate may be based 
on the design occupant density. Under no circumstance 
shall the occupancies used result in outside air less than 
one-half that resulting from application of Table 403.3 
estimated maximum occupancy rates. 
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501.5 Termination point/exhaust outlet. The termination 
point or exhaust outlet for exhaust ducts discharging to the 
atmosphere shall be located with the following minimum 
distances: 

1. For ducts conveying explosive or flammable 
vapors, fumes or dusts: 30 feet (9144 mm) from the 
property line; 10 feet (3048 mm) from openings into 
the building; 6 feet (1829 mm) from exterior walls 
and roofs; 30 feet (9144 mm) from combustible walls 
and openings into the building which are in the 
direction of the exhaust discharge; 10 feet (3048 mm) 
above adjoining grade. 

2. For other product-conveying outlets: 10 feet (3048 
mm) from the property line; 3 feet (914 mm) from 
exterior walls and roofs; 10 feet (3048 mm) from 
openings into the building; 10 feet (3048 mm) above 
adjoining grade. 

3. For environmental air duct exhaust: 3 feet (914 
mm) from the property line, 3 feet (914 mm) from 
openings into the building for all occupancies other 
that Group U, and 10 feet (3048 mm) from a 
mechanical air intake.  This includes environmental 
air regulated by Sections 504 and 505, but does not 
include enclosed parking garage exhaust outlets 
regulated by Section 404. 
Exceptions:   
   1. The separation between an air intake and exhaust 

outlet on a single listed package HVAC unit. 
   2. Exhaust from environmental air systems other than 

garages may be discharged into an open parking 
garage. 

   3. Except for I occupancies, where ventilation system 
design circumstances require building HVAC air to 
be relieved, such as during economizer operation, 
such air may be relieved into an open or enclosed 
parking garage within the same building. 

 
(Insert Facing Page 31) 
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